
animal life even in its most objectionable forms. A
snake is one of the easiest of all animals to kill, a
venomous one no more difficult than any other. In
this country hundreds of thousands are annually slain
at the least estimate and no bounty given, and poisonous
varieties are practically exterminated in most thickly
settled districts. With all allowance for special diffi-
culties that may exist, the less than one hundred
thousand snakes killed in India is a most extraordinary
fact. India is the paradise of vegetarians and anti-
vivisectionists, but it is a paradise with altogether too
much of the presence of the serpent.

REPORTED CASE OF PLAGUE IN ANN ARBOR, MICH.
An authoritative statement is printed in our news

columns in regard to the reported case of bubonic
plague in Ann Arbor. This seems to be especially note-
worthy as a case of laboratory infection and as the only
one thus far occurring in the inland region of our

country\p=m-\that is, assuming it to be a genuine case of
plague. Its early recognition and the prompt action
in treatment and disinfection should reassure any who
have felt any apprehensiveness in regard to the spread
of the disease; the experience that has been gained
since the Vienna incident shows that the excessive fear
of the extension of the disorder is unfounded. The
present case, however, indicates the risks that may occur
in laboratory work and the precautions that ought to
be taken to avoid any possible contagion. While the
actual method of the infection is not known, it may
easily have occurred from some almost imperceptible
and unconscious oversight, perhaps due to a very little
lack of full realization of the risks incurred in the daily
handling of the cultures. Thus far, however, the proof
that this is a case of plague is not positive.
THE ST. PAUL MEETING AND YELLOWSTONE PARK.
The Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements

notifies us that arrangements have been completed for
an excursion of the members of the American Medical
Association to Yellowstone Park. The Committee
has finally succeeded in pursuading the officials to open
up the park a week earlier than usual in order to ac-

commodate the Association. A special train will be
run from St. Paul to the Yellowstone Park and the
railroad officials have promised to do everything in their
power to make it satisfactory to all concerned. The
rates will be very low, but how low can not at this time
be definitely stated. Those who attended the meeting
in 1882 will remember with much pleasure a similar
excursion that was run at that time, and these will not
need to be informed that the one now proposed will be
full of enjoyment. Further announcements will be
made later. The Yellowstone National Park contains
more natural wonders than are to be found anywhere
else in the world, and this will be a rare opportunity for
our Eastern friends to see what this portion of our Great
West possesses.

INTERPRETATION OF WISCONSIN'S LAW.
A Wisconsin judge has, if the press reports are correct,

rendered a decision that affects the state medical prac-
tice act much in the same way as did that of the Texas

judge who made any diploma without discrimination
a qualification in that state. If his words are correctly
reported\p=m-\andthe text is given in quotation marks\p=m-\
the only questions are, has the candidate a diploma
from an incorporated medical college and was it prop-
erly obtained? An incorporated medical college now
needs a judicial definition, but we fear the technical
turn of the judicial mind would probably see in the
seal and signature of the secretary of state all that is
required. The Armstrong manufactories were all duly
incorporated according to law; a desk and a little ink,
parchment and ribbon will meet the other requisites.
These being supplied, it matters not whether any other
qualifications exist; the holder of the sheepskin, in the
alleged words of the judge, "is entitled to practice
under the law of the state although he may be a rogue."
"We have got to take the law as it stands." We are

sorry for Wisconsin if this is to be its law, but hope
some higher court will see another possible interpre¬
tation of the statutes.

SMALLPOX AND VACCINATION IN PORTO RICO.
Letters of inquiry addressed to the Secretary of the

Superior Board of Health of Porto Rico, concerning the
prevalence of smallpox among the people of the island,
have elicited a reply which shows in the most decided
way the benefit conferred on the population by the
general vaccination instituted and carried out under
military auspices in 1899 by the health board, Major
J. Van R. Hoff, surgeon, U. S. Army, president. This
vaccination was begun in January and ended in June.
Since then, until recently, no case of smallpox was

reported to the Board. During December, 1900, the
occurrence of 2 cases at Mayaguez, and 1 at Sabana
Grande was noted. In January, 1901, 12 cases were

reported from Ponce, which has continued to be the
principal focus of the infection, 67 having been reported
in February and 72 in March up to the 26th. The total
number of cases in Ponce during this outbreak has been
151. The total number reported from all other places
in which smallpox has prevailed is 288, and of this
number only one case proved fatal. This alone shows
to what extent the susceptibility of the natives to the
influence of smallpox has been modified by the general
vaccination. In fact the death-rate is so exceedingly
low as to suggest a doubt as to the identity of the dis¬
ease; but in the first place chicken-pox is seldom
officially reported as smallpox, and in the second place
Dr. W. Fawcett Smith, the present secretary of the
Superior Board of Health, certifies to the nature of the
cases and remarks that it was interesting to notice the
regularity with which the severity of the eruption cor¬

responded with the greater or less perfection of the
scars of the nrevious vaccination.

THE ROLE OF ALCOHOL IN THE CAUSATION OF
INSANITY.

That alcohol is not without utility will not be denied
by any unprejudiced mind, but that it is likewise a

powerful influence for evil can not be disclaimed even

by those who advocate most earnestly its legitimate and
intelligent employment. Apart from the effects of
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